EDITING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS IN THE ELECTRONIC ERA:
INTERPRETING MARGARET SANGER

This seminar in historical editing is designed to introduce students to the theories,
practices and problems in editing, digitizing, and publishing historical documents.
Students will apply lessons from readings in the development of an edited collection
drawn from the Margaret Sanger papers. Students will be organized into groups
and create mini-digital editions of a selection of Sanger papers, complete with all
prefatory material, transcriptions, annotation, key word list/index/ search methods
and other non-textual elements.

Assignments
Weekly: Required Readings
Periodically: Short selections, transcription and markup assignments.

Project: Selection, transcription, encoding, annotation for a mini version of a Sanger Papers digital
edition.

Technology
Make sure that your laptop is registered on the NYU wireless network by going to http://

WWW.NVU. its/wirel nfigure/nyu.html.

Each student should get a Google Documents account and familiarize himself/herself with Google
Documents.

Week 1 (Sept. 7)
1. Introduction to Documentary Editing
2. Introduction to the Margaret Sanger Papers

Required Reading:

Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing "Introduction"
Stevens, chap. 1

Metterling List

Lester Cappon, "A Rationale for Historical Editing: Past and Present" William and Mary

Quarterly 3rd ser., 23 (1966): 56-75.

Daniel I. Cohen & Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History (2006), 81-95 "Becoming Digital," chap. 3

e Richard Cox, "Messrs. Washington, Jefferson, and Gates: Quarreling About the Preservation of

ry Heri f the Uni " First Monday (1997)]

e Peter Shillingsburg, "The Dank Cellar of Electronic Texts," Literary and Linguistic Computing//,
24:1 (April 2009), 19-25.

e C.M. Sperburg-McQueen, "How to Teach Your Edition How to Swim," Literary and Linguistic
Computing, 24:1 (January 2009): 27-39]

e Robert Rosenberg, “Electronic Textual Editing: Documentary Editing,” in TEI: Text Encoding

Initiative



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyu.edu%2Fits%2Fwireless%2Fconfigure%2Fnyu.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE2BXMWTqP2RQ8vSS4mkwms09EhUQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyu.edu%2Fits%2Fwireless%2Fconfigure%2Fnyu.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE2BXMWTqP2RQ8vSS4mkwms09EhUQ
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=writely&passive=1209600&continue=http://docs.google.com/?tab%3Dco&followup=http://docs.google.com/?tab%3Dco&ltmpl=homepage/
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=writely&passive=1209600&continue=http://docs.google.com/?tab%3Dco&followup=http://docs.google.com/?tab%3Dco&ltmpl=homepage/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMzYzMDk3YmEtYjI1Ny00NTBmLTk1YmItMjRlNWNmZWE4MzQ1&hl=en&authkey=CIDhqdAB/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZWQwNTg5MjAtYzVlNS00ZDMyLWFlYWMtYjMxYmEzYmU5MDFj&authkey=COX54oMC&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZWQwNTg5MjAtYzVlNS00ZDMyLWFlYWMtYjMxYmEzYmU5MDFj&authkey=COX54oMC&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fchnm.gmu.edu%2Fdigitalhistory%2Fdigitizing%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrwM53_jXRuaKEyH_zjsywHH99Rg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uic.edu%2Fhtbin%2Fcgiwrap%2Fbin%2Fojs%2Findex.php%2Ffm%2Farticle%2Fview%2F543%2F464%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJy31tkPVYa7kGbgj8LwDjia7Gnw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uic.edu%2Fhtbin%2Fcgiwrap%2Fbin%2Fojs%2Findex.php%2Ffm%2Farticle%2Fview%2F543%2F464%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJy31tkPVYa7kGbgj8LwDjia7Gnw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fllc.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Ffull%2F24%2F1%2F19%3Fmaxtoshow%3D%26hits%3D10%26RESULTFORMAT%3D1%26title%3Ddank%2Bcellar%26andorexacttitle%3Dand%26andorexacttitleabs%3Dand%26andorexactfulltext%3Dand%26searchid%3D1%26FIRSTINDEX%3D0%26sortspec%3Drelevance%26resourcetype%3DHWCIT&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFM3X04AnttT6Wsua8GAkezQicqJw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fllc.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Ffull%2F24%2F1%2F27%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHvCT_OJ4kcByB245BOofebbce3_Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tei-c.org%2FAbout%2FArchive_new%2FETE%2FPreview%2Frosenberg.xml&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGDPBcIVw8ZgEfo-KgJOqnT3RQVuQ

Week 2 (Sept. 14)

1. Defining and Organizing Digital Editions
2, Search for Documents

3. Selection Principles

Required Reading:

e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chaps 1 & 2
e John Y. Simon, "The Canons of Selection," Documentary Editing 6:4 (December 1984): 8-12.
e Kate Culkin, "Organization reach, an imism: i
Speed." Documentary Editing 26:1 (Spring 2004): 1-8
e Alan Morrison, et al., Creating and Documenting Electronic Texts (2000), chap. 2.1 *What is
Document Analysis?”
e Daniel I. Cohen & Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History (2006), 81-95 "Becoming Digital," chap. 3
e MSPP Selection Guidelin

On Monday (Sept. 20), each student will submit a list of documents he or she thinks should
be included in their group’s mini-edition AND a 1-2 page essay on the criteria for selection,
and each group will submit a final list.

Week 3 (Sept. 22) — Principles of Transcription

We will also discuss student's selection criteria

Required Reading:

e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chaps. 3-6

e Stevens, chaps. 3-5

e Claus Huitfeldt, and C.M. Sperburg-McQueen, "What is Transcription?" Literary and Linguistic
Computing, 23:3 (Sept. 2008): 295-310.

e Charles Cullen, "Authentification of Digital jects: Lessons from a Historian'
Research," Authenticity in a Digital Environment (May 2000), 1-7

Week 4 (Sept. 28) — No class - Work on Transcriptions

Week 5 (Oct. 5) — Varieties of Editions

Required Reading:

Students will examine several other digital editions and assess them for accuracy, transparency,
effectiveness. Be prepared to comment on these sites. Among the sites you may look at are:

Any of the sites on Rotunda

You may register for a free trial on this site which will give you about a month's access.

e Samuel Pepys Diaries
e Adams Family Paper

e Thomas Edison P rs Digital Edition

Students should upload their transcribed documents into Google Documents in folder marked Student



http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMjE0YzgwZjItYjI4Ny00NzQzLTk2ZTktNWVmN2RiZTM2MDMw&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMTNiMGY3YzgtOTY5Yy00YWY3LWE1ZjEtOGE2YmNlYzY5ZTMz&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMTNiMGY3YzgtOTY5Yy00YWY3LWE1ZjEtOGE2YmNlYzY5ZTMz&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fota.ahds.ac.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fcreating%2Fcdet%2Fchap2.html%230%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEwmB3t7i__xk3OJBJFh3lwSghIjA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fota.ahds.ac.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fcreating%2Fcdet%2Fchap2.html%230%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEwmB3t7i__xk3OJBJFh3lwSghIjA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fchnm.gmu.edu%2Fdigitalhistory%2Fdigitizing%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrwM53_jXRuaKEyH_zjsywHH99Rg
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMTMxYjU4ZDktZGZkMC00NDMxLThiZGMtODQxOTc1MTE3NzUy&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fllc.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Fshort%2F23%2F3%2F295%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH9mUpML-snohniK3SKIu06ZVQjvg
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHOWIwMGQ2ZDItMjIwMS00OTQxLTgwYzQtOWY1ZmVmZTBmZjZh&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHOWIwMGQ2ZDItMjIwMS00OTQxLTgwYzQtOWY1ZmVmZTBmZjZh&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Frotunda.upress.virginia.edu%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGho-_LUDEgnVERhJLShGHrjftK5Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pepysdiary.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEqW43A1ROc6KMKzE_I6-ai6tvxBA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.masshist.org%2Fdigitaladams%2Faea%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFt6RxFlP_AeWwz36QLPnGfYA1x3Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fedison.rutgers.edu%2Fdigital.htm&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEzgr5FFZF1rf5QzaoGJ0AWBB7LpQ
http://docs.google.com/?hl=en&tab=wo&pli=1#folders/folder.0.0B5j_7H0apLBHM2Q2NjlhZjEtNzE5ZS00YTNjLWFmNWUtYWVmZmFmM2Y1MjQ2/

Transcriptions

Week 6 (Oct. 12) — Document Control

Required Reading:

e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chap. 2, nos. II-III

e Cathy Moran Hajo, "Computerizing Control Over Authority Names at the Margaret Sanger
Papers,” Documentary Editing 13 (June 1991): 35-39.

Week 7 (Oct. 19) — TEI/Encoding and Viewing Marked Up Documents
OXYGEN and other programs

Required Reading:

e Alan Morrison, et al., "Creating and Documenting Electronic Texts," (2000), chap 4.1 "What is
Markup?"

e Edward Vanhoutte and Ron Van den Branden, "Describing, Transcribing, Encoding, and
Editing Modern Correspondence Material: a Textbase Approach," Literary and Linguistic
Computing 24:1 (April 2009): 77, 98.

"A Gentle Introduction to XML," Text Encoding Initiative (TEI)

e M. ]. Driscoll, “Electronic Textual Editing: Levels of Transcription,” TEI: Text Encoding
Initiative

e Phill Berrie, Paul Eggert, Chris Tiffin, and Graham Barwell, “Electronic Textual Editing:

Agthenticgting EIectrgnic Egitignsl" TEI: Text Encgging Initiative

Week 8 (Oct. 26) — Encoding Workshop

Practice encoding in class

Week 9 (Nov. 2) — No Class - Work on Encoding

Week 10 (Nov. 9) — Annotation: Principle and Practice

Required Reading:

e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chap. 7

e Stevens, chaps. 6 and 7

e Charles Cullen, "Principles of Annotation in Editing Historical Documents; or, How to Avoid
Breaking the Butterfly on the Wheel of Scholarship," in Vogt and Jones, Literary and Historical
Editing, pp. 81-95.

e Robert Hudspeth, "Margaret Fuller's Silences," Documentary Editing 20:1 (March 1998): 8-12

e Carolyn De Swarte Gifford, "What About the Twenty-Year Gap?" Documentary Editing (March
1998): 18-20.

Annotation Guide
Annotation programs** - A-Anotate, Google Documents, etc.



http://docs.google.com/?hl=en&tab=wo&pli=1#folders/folder.0.0B5j_7H0apLBHM2Q2NjlhZjEtNzE5ZS00YTNjLWFmNWUtYWVmZmFmM2Y1MjQ2/
http://docs.google.com/?hl=en&tab=wo&pli=1#folders/folder.0.0B5j_7H0apLBHM2Q2NjlhZjEtNzE5ZS00YTNjLWFmNWUtYWVmZmFmM2Y1MjQ2/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZTVjMzBlZjYtYmNhZS00MDM0LTkyN2ItNWE2OWYwNjBmOGQz&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZTVjMzBlZjYtYmNhZS00MDM0LTkyN2ItNWE2OWYwNjBmOGQz&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fota.ahds.ac.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fcreating%2Fcdet%2Fchap4.html%230%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGe_YJZmrZmv2RadY9LkS_A-cHYsA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fota.ahds.ac.uk%2Fdocuments%2Fcreating%2Fcdet%2Fchap4.html%230%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGe_YJZmrZmv2RadY9LkS_A-cHYsA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fllc.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Ffull%2F24%2F1%2F77%3Fijkey%3Dc7tm0R4y8e334IG%26keytype%3Dref&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ7DRFzodf1gqhJURn3sbOpe6HwQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fllc.oxfordjournals.org%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Ffull%2F24%2F1%2F77%3Fijkey%3Dc7tm0R4y8e334IG%26keytype%3Dref&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ7DRFzodf1gqhJURn3sbOpe6HwQ
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZjA0NDk5YzktN2MzNC00ODdiLTkxZjUtMDk1ZTE1NmRjMjEz&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMjc3NDRjOWQtZDU2OS00OTM1LThhNjctNGY2Nzk4OGUxZThl&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNGNjYmEzN2YtMjU2MS00YTY2LTkwZWYtMWM5ODljNDc2MThh&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNGNjYmEzN2YtMjU2MS00YTY2LTkwZWYtMWM5ODljNDc2MThh&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNGNjYmEzN2YtMjU2MS00YTY2LTkwZWYtMWM5ODljNDc2MThh&hl=en/
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZjEyMDczY2EtYjQwYi00NGZiLWE2YTktMmZjYzVhMmRiMDA2&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNGUzYmY1ZWItZTBlMS00M2U1LTg3ZGUtN2Q2NmQ3NzEzYmQ5&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHY2I3MjExNDUtZjM2MC00MjdlLTg2ZTYtMGZiODVhOGYwYTAx&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNjMxZGJmYTUtZDUwMi00YjE1LWIwYWEtYzExNWEwMDc1MWU5&hl=en/

Week 11 (Nov. 16) - Discussion of Annotation Points

Each group will select one of its documents with annotation points marked and description of
annotation to be provided.

Week 12 (Nov. 23) - No Class - Work on Annotation

Week 13 (Dec. 7) - Front and Back Matter & Publishing the Edition

Required Reading:
e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chap. 8, no. I-VIII
e Stevens, chaps. 8-9
e Andre de Tienne, "Indexing: Philosophy of," Documentary Editing 28 (Fall 2006): 133-143
e Kevin Kiernan, "El i | Editing: Digital Facsimiles in Editing,” TEI: Text Encoding
Initiative
e Penelope Kaiserlian, “Rotunda: A University Pr r Digital Imprint”
[ ]

Dan Cohen, “Idols of Scholarly Publishing,” On Line humanities Scholarship: The Shape of

hings to Come. Jerome McGann, ed.

Week 14 (Dec. 14) - The Future of Documentary Editing

Required Reading:

e Kline & Perdue, Guide to Documentary Editing, chap. 8, no. IX

e * Esther Katz, "The Editor as Public Authority: Interpreting Margaret Sanger," The Public
Historian 17:1 (Winter 1995): 41-50.

e Melody Miyamoto, "Bringing Meth to the Madness: Editing Personal Writings for Public
Wonderment," Documentary Editing 29 (2007): 21-31

e T. Thomas Tanselle, “Electronic Textual Editing: Forward,” TEI: Text Encoding Initiative

e Marc Rothenberg, "llluminating the Edison Papers," Documentary Editing 18:2 (June 1996):

29-31.


https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMzI1NmIzZGItNDg0OC00Mzg3LWExM2MtNjQ0MDVlOTM5ZmE3&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHZjU4ZTU1NmYtNjk1Ni00MzFjLTkzY2MtMGMwY2Q5NDYyMGIy&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMjYwMjJhMzktODdlOS00NmMyLTkyMDItNDJmMGVhYjY4YjY4&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMzE4Yzk3MTctNTk0Ny00Y2IxLTg1ZDctMDJhZjhlYjNhMDMz&hl=en/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcnx.org%2Fcontent%2Fcol11199%2F1.1%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFak_QEPd2umsqx2PCLiNrYZodAAw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcnx.org%2Fcontent%2Fcol11199%2F1.1%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFak_QEPd2umsqx2PCLiNrYZodAAw
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNWRhNmZhNmMtMzhkMy00YTUzLWIzMDItOTNlNjQxZDIwNjQy&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHM2VkODhjZWItYjM4My00OTlkLWEyZDctOWVhYjA5OGUwNTA2&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHM2VkODhjZWItYjM4My00OTlkLWEyZDctOWVhYjA5OGUwNTA2&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHNmI2NzkyODEtMWY1ZS00ZGM2LWFiZDYtNDE0YjU2YTUxMDM4&hl=en/
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B5j_7H0apLBHMmVhZTEwZjItOTZlOS00NzAwLWFkOGItMTA1MDM3NjgxMDU2&hl=en/

